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Bermudagrass
Known as one of the most persistent and aggressive grasses grown it is very hard to
kill Bermuda after establishment. Germinates quickly from seed, covers quickly
and grows in a variety of soils. With a fair degree salt spray tolerance, Bermuda is
used in coastal regions all along the south and up to the lower sections of the cool
season area. One of the best qualities of this grass is the degree of growth that can
be achieved through good management practices. This is highly desirable on golf
courses and athletic fields where heavy traffic damages occur daily.
Bermudagrass (cynodon sp.): the primary turfgrass for much of the temperate and
tropical world. Originating in Africa and India, this grass has the ability to
withstand extremes in climatic and growing conditions around the world.
"Common" Bermudagrass seed has been used for many years as a preferred turf
surface for uses as diverse as professional sports fields, parks and home lawns.
Bermuda Grass Characteristics:
• Bermuda grass grows best in full sun.
• Bermuda grass has a medium to fine texture.
• Bermuda grass is drought resistant and highly versatile
• Bermuda Grass is salt tolerant.
• Bermuda grass is easy to establish from seed.
Recommended seeding rate:
• Lawns: 1-2 lbs. per 1000 sq. ft. (45-90 lbs acre for lawns)Note: Non-coated seed
can be planted at lower rates than the improved Penkoted seeds.Lawn seed rates
are much higher than pastures in order to create the desired plant density for a
beautiful lawn.
• Pastures: 5-10 lbs. per acre (hulled) ►10-15 lbs. acre
(un-hulled and hulled/coated).
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HULLED & UN-HULLED SEED, COATED & RAW SEEDS
Common is sold as both hulled and un-hulled seeds. Hulled seeds have the seed
husk removed and germinate faster while un-hulled still have a natural seed husk
that generally delays germination. This delay is nature’s way of waiting for more
ideal conditions and ensuring a species survival. Under good growing conditions
hulled seed will create a faster established pasture or lawn. Coated seed have a
special chemical coating applied that helps in germination and reduces loss to
birds.
• Hulled seed: have part of the protect seed coat mechanically removed so as to
speed up germination percentages. This makes it more likely for the seed to all
germinate at near the same time. More hulled seed are planted than any other
kind, because people generally want fast germination which is best achieved
with hulled seed.
• Un-Hulled seed: Unhulled seed still have the seed coats attached. Some seed
may germinate early and others will lie dormant until conditions are more
favorable for germination - even months later.
• Coated seed: Coated seed have been coated with a coating material (clay based)
and a fungicide to increase successful germination by providing control of seed
and soil borne pathogens.
• Raw seed: Raw seed are simply seeds that have not been coated. The advantage
of raw seeds is you get more actual seed per lb. of weight. The disadvantage is
usually that no fungicides are applied.
• Hulled & Un-hulled Blend - This 50-50 Blend takes advantage of germination
characteristics of both hulled and un-hulled seeds.
BERMUDA GRASS IN PASTURES
Pastures of hybrid, common and improved Bermuda grasses are grown for forage
and hay production throughout the South. Common Bermuda grass is drought
resistant, full sun, fast growing, fast germinating, easy to establish and provides a
low maintenance pasturage. Common Bermuda was used extensively for years
and is still one of the most used pasture grasses grown. These are just a few
reasons for using Bermuda as a forage. Deep roots make the grass very drought
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resistant with the plus that it can be flooded for short lengths of time and fully
recover.
Pasture Maintenance
• Adapted to the tropical and sub-tropical regions of the world and in the U.S. in
the mid to lower south and from the East Coast into Texas. Bermuda grows best
in soils of 5.6 to 6.2 and with soils that are of low to medium fertility. These
grasses can withstand drought and colder conditions by going into dormancy
and returning with the climate changes.
• Seeding can be done with common Bermuda grass and germinates at high
temperatures as soon as the soil reaches about 80 degrees. Seeded at the rate of
5-10 lb. per acre for the hulled seed and at 10-15 lb. per acre for the un-hulled.
• Planting can be done April 15 though May the 30th. Some seeders can broadcast,
seed and pack at one time saving time and keeping the soil from loosing too
much moisture. Improved coated seeds are generally planted at 10 lbs. acre rates.
• Establishment of Bermuda grass can be through seeding of the common
Bermuda and sprigging is the best method for the establishment of hybrid
improved pastures. The vegetative sprigs are cut through haying and thrown
out ahead of disking and lightly cut into the soil and culti-packed immediately
or the sprigs are removed by cuttings from the source with roots attached and
are then planted by a sprigging machine in rows or broadcast and disked into
the soil (lightly) with the tips above the soil line. Row sprigging will result in
using far less of the vegetation and still result in a full even distribution and
compact growth.
• Maintenance requirements are fairly low for the Bermuda grasses with the
emphasis being of soil testing and additions of fertilizer, lime and trace minerals
that might be needed.
• Cuttings for hay and silage will of course have to be done according to schedule
with fertilization following. Although Bermuda grasses are drought tolerant
irrigation will go a long way in the dryer seasons toward full productivity.
Occasionally old stands will need new growth added because of disease or
weather factors.
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• Pests that can invade Bermuda grasses are chinch bugs, mole crickets, and spider
mites and army worms.
• Diseases that may injure Bermuda grasses are rust disease
• Weeds are generally not a problem except in the seedling stage and applications
of herbicides for the broadleaf plants can be applied according to the instructions
as soon as the grass is planted. Bermuda grasses are too aggressive and thick
growing weeds rarely have a chance to invade their space and the taller variety
shade out most of the weed sunlight. If there is a problem early mowing in the
spring should help alleviate the weeds from seeding and spreading for the next
year. Bahiagrass is a weed in a Bermuda hay field. Chemicals are available to
help in control the Bahia.
• Watering Bermuda grass if it is available can only add to the production and
even though Bermuda is drought tolerant in years of good seasonal rains and
good fertilization it will increase the productivity especially when the purpose is
for hay and silage production.
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